A Bit More to Chew On...
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41. “As a prayer for peace, the Rosary is also, and always has been, a prayer
of and for the family. At one time this prayer was particularly dear to
Christian families, and it certainly brought them closer together. It is
important not to lose this precious inheritance. We need to return to the
practice of family prayer and prayer for families, continuing to use the
Rosary.

In my Apostolic Letter Novo Millennio Ineunte | encouraged the celebration of
the Liturgy of the Hours by the lay faithful in the ordinary life of parish
communities and Christian groups; | now wish to do the same for the Rosary.
These two paths of Christian contemplation are not mutually exclusive; they
complement one another. | would therefore ask those who devote themselves
to the pastoral care of families to recommend heartily the recitation of the
Rosary.

The family that prays together stays together. The Holy Rosary, by age-old
tradition, has shown itself particularly effective as a prayer which brings the
family together. Individual family members, in turning their eyes towards
Jesus, also regain the ability to look one another in the eye, to communicate,
to show solidarity, to forgive one another and to see their covenant of love
renewed in the Spirit of God.

Many of the problems facing contemporary families, especially in
economically developed societies, result from their increasing difficulty in
communicating. Families seldom manage to come together, and the rare
occasions when they do are often taken up with watching television. To return
to the recitation of the family Rosary means filling daily life with very different
images, images of the mystery of salvation: the image of the Redeemer, the
image of his most Blessed Mother. The family that recites the Rosary
together reproduces something of the atmosphere of the household of
Nazareth: its members place Jesus at the centre, they share his joys and
sorrows, they place their needs and their plans in his hands, they draw from
him the hope and the strength to go on.”



